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DAYTON, Ohio, October 16, 1974 --- Ralph Nader, crusader and consumer
advocate, will launch the first of a series of four in a Distinguished Visitor's . Series Monday, October 28, at 3 P.M. in the Kennedy Union Ballroom.
Subse~uent speakers in the series sponsored by the assistant provost's
office, student government and university activities will be Julian Bond on
November 21, Senator William Proxmire on January 9 and Jack Anderson on
February 10.

"The original idea behind t he project," says Tim Langley, student
coordinator of the project, "was to come up with a speaker's series on
campus that would combine the excitement of having a well known speaker on
campus with the educational substance that a classroom would provide."
Three mini courses plus a synthesis are being planned toward that end,
according to Langley . The half-credit courses are being offered by the
departments of psychology, marketing and English. Dr. James G. Rotton
(psychology) will offer a course in consumer behavior and attitudinal change.
Dr. Alan King (marketing) will tea ch a course on the general topic of
consumerism and the businessman. The third offering will be an interdisciplinary one between the disciplines of engineering and English. Profs .
William Lawless ( chemical engineering technology) and Joseph Pici (English)
will include in their regularly scheduled course, "Literature and Technol ogy,"
the Nader book Unsafe At Any Speed and open that section of the seme s ter - lo~g
course to those who wish only the half credit.
"The speaker will be like a large rock dropping in a pond and the mini
courses around the main event will be like ripples coming off of it," says
James Nesmith, assistant provost.
The first speaker, who will address himself to "Corporate Power and Citi.
zen Action," promises to sti r the kinr.". of ripples Mr. Nesmith is seeking .
Ralph Nader has been called everything from Muckraker to consumer crusader
to public defender . His documented criticisms of government and industry have
had widespread repercussions on public awareness and bureaucratic power.
The crusading attorney first made headlines in 1965 with his book
Unsafe At Any Speed, the scathing indictment that lambasted the auto
industry for prOducing unsafe vehicles, has been responsible for at least
six major federal consumer protection laws, for the elimination of monosodium glutamat e (MSG) from baby foods, for t he recall of millions of
defective motor vehicles and four countless other advances in the areas
of safety, sanitation, pollution control , advertising credibility and politi.
cal/economic power. The New York Times said of Nader, "What sets Nader apart
is that he has moved beyond s ocial cr iticism to effective political action . "
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